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• Poet and author
• FAWQ President 1970-1974
• Chair, Warana Writers’ Festival 1968-1982
• Chair, Commonwealth Writers Week 1982
• Awarded OAM 1984

Short Story to 2000 words   
Title: “Freedom”
The title of your story must be ‘Freedom’ but you 
have the freedom to choose your story content. 
Short Story is a work of prose fiction. It engages 
the reader by implying rather than explaining 
and has immediate impact, swift movement and 
incisive writing. The setting is simple, usually 
one time and place and involves few characters. 
The focus is usually on a single plot and follows 
a traditional narrative arc, with exposition at the 
beginning, rising action, a climax and a resolution 
at the end. It is a form open to experimentation 
with many writers beginning in the middle of the 
action drawing readers into a dramatic scene and 
concluding with ambiguous endings. The short 
story should have an emotional impact on the 
reader and leave a lasting impression.

Poetry to 40 lines
Topic: Open
Poetry is an intricate form of language, with the 
deepest use of the resources inherent in words. 
Poems come in a variety of forms and are diffi-
cult to define. It is easy to discuss the technical 
aspects of poetry, but its spirit is ultimately more 
important. Poetry has an element of mystery, of 
indefinability. It involves a valuing of intuition, 
of the senses, of the non-rational. In poetry the 
‘logic’ of the imagination is a greater focus than 
the logic of reasoning. Poetry speaks to your 
bones and blood, not just your brain. It does this 

through the indefinable elements of language, such as 
rhythm and sound patterning rather than through the 
literal meaning of the words.

Flash Fiction to 500 words
Topic: Open 
Flash Fiction is a style of fictional writing with extreme 
brevity ... ‘a compressed story of the human condition’. 
The art of good Flash Fiction is to tell a complete story in 
limited words. A story with an inevitable, yet surprising 
twist or ‘ah-ha’ moment that impacts both protagonist 
and reader. A story that grabs the reader’s heartstrings, 
intelligence, or funny bone ... and won’t let go even after 
the reading is done.

Prizes for each category:
FIRST PRIZE  $300AUD
SECOND PRIZE  $100AUD
THIRD PRIZE  $50AUD

Entries open 13 February 2021 and close 13 May 
2021. Entry fees are A$10 per entry or A$20 for 
three entries in one or all categories. (Maximum 
six entries per person - in one or all categories).

Please visit the FAWQ website for further 
details and to obtain an entry form at 
www.fawq.com.au


